Study Guide
Environmental Ethics by Joseph DesJardines[footnoteRef:0] [0:  This study guide was prepared by Todd Levasseur and Bron Taylor at the University of Florida] 


As you read, type in answers to the following questions.  After completing your study guide each week, print and bring it with you to class. You will be able to use it for discussions or quizzes. Note: the chapters in this study guide follow the course schedule.  Chapters available so far: 1-12

Preface (read just xiii-xiv)

What are the two ‘spiritual dangers’ of not owning a farm, according to Aldo Leopold?

What does DesJardines (henceforth JD) say and cite about the current environmental context?

PART I ~ BASIC CONCEPTS 
Ch 1: Science, Ethics & the Environment (3-14)

When was Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring published and what was its impact?

What is bioamplification?

Have pesticides been effective, long-term, in reducing crop losses?  Why or why not?

What is ‘hypoxia’ and its impact?

What causes hypoxia?

Why Philosophy, according to JD?

What are the two key aspects of the philosophical task? 

According to JD, does science and technology provide the practical answers needed?

Science & Ethics/8f
Throughout this chapter, what sort of assumption is JD working hard to dispel, when it comes to technology?

JD asserts that at its best, “Science is nothing more than a detailed, careful, verified, and documented approach to knowledge.”  Does he think this itself involve an ‘ethics’?/9

What are the major criticisms of the scientific approach?

Philosophers stress how descriptions of the world do not help us know how the world ought to be.  What point does JD make in this regard?

Give an example of how asking different questions (which then in turn drive science) can lead to very different outcomes?

What does JD say is the “role of environmental philosophy” with regard to environmental policies?

What is environmental ethics?/12f

JD asserts that moral norms can and do govern human behavior toward the natural world. Is this a good assumption?  Why or why not?  Are there scientific reasons to doubt this assumption?

Chapter terms: Justice, epistemology, metaphysics, philosophy, ethics, anthropocentrism, non-anthropocentrism (in ethics).


Ch 2: Ethical Theory & the Environment (17-39)

What were the major environmental laws passed in the early 1970s?

What were their strengths and limitations?

What have been the major criticisms of such laws?

What are the key types of arguments defending endangered species legislation?

What is utilitarianism?  How does it differ from deontological ethics and natural law ethics?

When JD speaks of ‘ethical blindness’ to what is he referring and what is the value of philosophy with regard to it?

What are JD’s reasons for ethical theory?

ETHICAL RELATIVISM
According to JD, what is ethical relativism, what accounts for it, and what is an appropriate response to it?

NATURAL LAW
According to JD, what is the natural law (or teleological) tradition?

How does the natural law tradition produce an environmental ethics?

VIRTUE ETHICS
What are ‘virtue ethics’?

NATURAL LAW, CRITICISMS 
What does JD identify as criticisms of the natural law tradition?

How does the fact of ‘adaptation and survival’ provide a basis “to reach normative conclusions from biological facts.”?

BT: JD speaks of the virus that causes aids and tends to assume it is a bad thing.  Others have felt similarly about polio and have urged that the last living stocks of it be destroyed.   Should these viruses be destroyed?  If so, why, if not, why not?

UTILITARIANISM & ITS CRITICS
What is the general ‘formula’ for utilitarian ethics?

What are the two main forms of utilitarianism?

In what ways and why is utilitarianism closely associated with market economics and why is it important for environmental ethics?

Main objections to utilitarianism?

What, according to JD, is the “unofficial ethical theory of public policy in much of North America” and the world?

DEONTOLOGICAL ETHICS
What are the key characteristics of deontological ethics, and who is its most famous advocate in the history of philosophy, according to JD?

What is the ‘categorical imperative’?

Speaking of Kantian ethics JD concluded, “any theory that does not take seriously the dignity of each person as a free and rational agent would need significant philosophical defense.”  Do you agree?  Do you think there are empirical reasons to doubt that human beings are free and rational agents?

What is the fundamental dispute between utilitarian and deontological approaches to ethics?

What are the main criticisms of deontology by its (often teleological) critics?

According to JD, how are religious ethics different from philosophical ethics, and yet also valuable in their own ways?

BT: JD’s section on religious environmentalism is too short to be very helpful.  Skim quickly.

Some of the ways JD says religious traditions can inspire environmentalism include:

Chapter terms: ethics, utilitarianism, deontological ethics, normative ethics, ethical theory, individual moral questions (contrasted with) social philosophy, natural law/teleological ethics.  Also note, “Abrahamic” traditions refers to the “peoples of the book” who trace their religions to the Prophet Abraham: Judaism, Christianity & Islam. “Vedic” traditions is shorthand for religions originating in Asia whose sacred texts are the Vedas.

Ch 3: Ethics & Economics: Managing Public Lands 45-67

3.1 Introduction
How many acres of land in the U.S. are publicly owned?  How many agencies at the Federal level are in charge of managing this land?  What is the most common tool used in management decisions of public lands?

What is most serious challenge facing U.S. Forest Service?

What is ‘Mineral King Valley’ and why is it significant in both American Environmental History and Environmental Ethics?

What is goal of chapter? And what does JD conclude from his analysis?

How have environmental problems traditionally been understood for making U.S. policy decisions?

3.2 Forests: Conservation or Preservation?
Explain importance of Hetch Hetchy, the key actors, and the two major competing environmental worldviews that centered around H.H.:

“The central idea of the Forrester . . . is to promote and perpetuate its greatest use to men.  His purpose is to make it serve the greatest good of the greatest number for the longest time.”  What ethical perspective does this quote reflect and was it Aldo Leopold, Gifford Pinchot, John Muir, or Theordore Roosevelt who wrote those words?

What are ethical justifications and vision of nature and the good for preservationists and conservationists?

Why was Pinchot’s view considered progressive for the time (early 1900s)?

Why does utilitarian tradition in early 1900s U.S. rely on experts?  Do policy makers today still rely on experts?

3.3 Managing the National Forests
What is legal mandate of US Forest Service today and what is its main practice?

What ar key criticisms of the USFS’s practices?

Who are the usual contending parties regarding the building of roads into wilderness areas?

JD says that the approach of Pinchot and O’Toole have similarities and differences as far as their suggestions for the management of the USFS.  How does he characterize these differences?

According to O’Toole and other economists operating with classical market assumptions, what is major institutional defect of USFS and what are sources of its mismanagement?

What approach does O’Tool recommend?

3.4 Pollution and Economics
What does Baxter mean by an ‘optimal level’ of pollution and how does this fit into a free market view?

Does Baxter take an anthropocentric, biocentric, or ecocentric approach?

Does Baxter have affinity with utilitarianism?

What should the goal of public policy decisions be, according to classical economics, and how is this related to diagnosing environmental ills?

In what ways are Pinchot, O’Toole and Baxter ‘on the same page’ with their diagnoses and prescriptions?

3.5 Ethical Issues in Economic Analysis
What ethical values underlie and frame supposedly ‘value-neutral’ and objective science, especially economics?

What is preference utilitarianism and who in this chapter reflects such ethics?

What does “freedom” have to do with arguments for market utilitarianism?

According to market utilitarianism, then, what are the main reasons to support a free market?

3.6 Cost-Benefit Analysis
What is “cost-benefit” analysis? How does it differ from “cost effectiveness”?  Can you think of examples that illustrate the difference (either your own or given by JD)?

What are challenges to or problems with cost-benefit analysis?

3.7 Ethical Analysis and Environmental Economics
What problems arise for utilitarians when they try to quantify and measure consequences?

What are 3 challenges Mark Sagoff raises in The Economy of the Earth against economic analysis for environmental diagnosis and prescription.

What is problem with taking the satisfaction of individual preference in the market as our overriding societal goal?

In this chapter, there is a major fault line among those discussed in the most detail.  Be prepared to explain the two schools that are in contention in this chapter, and to reflect on how both of these schools are in tension with those in chapters 5 and 6, which you read earlier.

Note also the discussion questions and be prepared to discuss them, too, esp. #7.

Key Terms: intrinsic value, environmental economics, cost-benefit analysis

Ch 4: Responsibilities to Future Generations: Sustainable Development

Discussion:
What is the difference between decreasing population growth rate and decreasing population size?  Why is it important to recognize this difference?

Despite increased efficiency in resource extraction, what are some key ecosystem ‘services’ that are under stress?

4.2 Population, Consumption, and Environmental Ethics
What is Paul Erhlich’s formula I=PAT, and how is what it signifies related to environmental destruction?  What ethical goals arise around these inputs?

When was The Limits to Growth published and what did it project would happen if current trends continued?

According to JDS, have those trends continued?

When was Our Common Future published, what is it often referred to, and what did it contribute to ‘sustainable development’ discourse?

4.3 Do We Have Responsibilities to Future Generations?
What are the three major arguments against humans having responsibilities towards future generations and what arguments against them does JD share?

4.4 What Do We Owe Future Generations?
JD analyzes three approaches 1) utilitarian ethics; 2) rights-based ethics; 3) ethics of care.  Be prepared to characterize the approaches.

Discussion of utilitarian ethics 
Describe the utilitarian approach to ethical decisions regarding future generations.  

How did Bentham complicate the approach?

How did the theorist Mary Williams develop her utilitarian basis for concern about future generations?

According to JD, what is the second, and more profound problem, in basing concern for future generations on utilitarianism?

Discussion of rights-based approaches 
How do rights FUNCTION and how does this relate to future generations, especially relating to ‘productive capacity’?

Why would future people have the right to use resources and existing people not? (81)

Brian Barry argues what?

Building on Barry’s assertions, what does JDS say about what justice requires?

JD suggests what three specific responsibilities, based on his analysis, about what we owe, practically, to future generations?

What can potentially determine what future generations might enjoy?

3) ethics of care.
What questions would a virtues ethics approach ask about responsibilities to future generations, and what would this be based on?

JD says there is empirical evidence that concern for future generations can override our personal interests of today, as well as detractors to such a view.  Describe and how he comes out with regard to the question

How does JD’s views about caring resemble the ‘moral point of view’ introduced at the beginning of this class, that was articulated by John Rawls.

According to JD, what is true motivation for preserving nonessential resources (e.g., species and all ecosystem types) for future people?

Summarize the three reasons JD claims we have ethical responsibilities to future generations:

4.5 Consumption and Sustainable Development
According to JD, which is more responsible for environmental destruction, population growth or consumption patterns?

JD says that sustainable development will require a reduction of consumption as well as more efficient use and slowing growth in human numbers.  How feasible or likely do you think this is?

What are aims of sustainable development?

Summarize the thinking of the ecological economist Herman Daly:

What does sustainable [steady state] economics require?

JD concludes the chapter with Mark Sagoff’s view about the dangers of basing environmentalism on a concern about scarcity.  What is his basic concern in this regared?

What does Sagoff suggest, instead, the way to replace an emphasis on scarcity and overconsumption with a value-based approach?

How would you respond to the questions posed on 91-92?

Key Terms: psychological egoism, ecological economics

Ch 5: Responsibilities to the Natural World: from anthropocentric to non-anthropocentric ethics (94-118)

What is LD50 testing?

What is involved in the production of veal.  Did you know?
 
According to JD, do Western philosophical and theological traditions direct moral responsibilities to the natural environment?

RENE DESCARTES
What is his philosophy, and that of his progeny called, what is the criterion for moral standing with such views)?

What are the criteria most often used to establish moral standing in western philosophical ethics?

LYNN WHITE
What did Lynn White say about Western theological traditions?
 
JEREMY BENTHAM
Who was the philosopher whose views have provided a basis for animal liberationist philosophies, and what sort of philosophy was it?

JOHN PASSMORE
What was it that Jonathan Passmore brought to early environmental ethics?

WILLIAM BLACKSTONE
Upon what did William Blackstone base his environmental ethic?

What are ‘positive’ and ‘negative’ rights?  What would critics of Blackstone say about Blackstone’s claim to a positive right to a healthy environment?

What does JD think the value of rights declarations are?

The section on ‘MORAL STANDING’ deals with he moral status of other than human objects – what JD called “nonanthropocentric extensions of ethics”: what are the “candidates” that have been proposed for such moral considerability?

What is your own sense of such extensionism: is it ‘outrageous’ and unnecessary or is some or all of this valuable and important?  What are the questions JD says are important for answering such questions?

JOEL FEINBERG
What is the heart of Joel Feinberg’s influential 1974 article on ‘the rights of animals and unborn generations’?  Why was it important?  What do you think of his argument and criteria?

CHRISTOPHER STONE
What was the argument Christopher Stone made in Should Trees Have Standing? (By the way, he first published this article in 1972 in a law journal.  The 1974 source cited by JD was a book-length version of the argument and corresponding case study.)  And what are some of the difficulties of implementing policies and laws based on such ethics?

Note: The Ecuadorian Constitution was amended in 2008 to afford rights/standing to non-human nature, echoing the essence of Stone’s contention.

PETER SINGER & ANIMAL LIBERATION
What is the basis upon which Peter Singer argues for animal liberation; and which animals deserve liberation?  Why not plants?

Looking back at Feinberg, Stone, and Singer, how do they differ on the question of moral standing?

TOM REGAN AND ANIMAL RIGHTS
How might a utilitarian animal liberation ethics be inadequate to protect animals, according to a theorist like Tom Regan?  How does JD illustrate this by returning to the example of veal?

What does the idea of creatures as ‘subjects-of-a-life” mean and how does Regan use this notion in his ethics?  What creatures can we assume are such subjects?

On what issues would Singer and Regan easily agree?

What does JD cite as the main criticisms of Singer’s theory?

What does JD cite as the main criticisms of Regan’s theory?

What special protection do endangered species receive in Singer’s and Regan’s theories?

What is ‘environmental fascism,’ according to Regan, and how his this a response to his critics?

How do deer challenge the approach of Singer or Regan?

Some critics would say Feinberg, Singer, and Regan are all anthropocentric in their ethical theories; how? 

KENNETH GOODPASTURE
What does Goodpasture offer as an alternative criterion for moral consideration?

JD seems to think that Singer and Regan have not gone as far as their overall approach enjoins.   Explain.

Can you think of specific cases where an animal liberationist and animal rights person would disagree about specific environment/animal-related issues?

PART 3—THEORIES OF ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS
Ch 6: Biocentric Ethics and the Inherent Value of Life (125-147)

Describe the difference between “background extinction rate” vs. the current rate of extinction being precipitated by Homo sapiens, and why this difference is important given the objectives of this class (hint: deals with ethics):

6.1 Introduction
According to JD, what are some weaknesses of “ethical extensionism?”

On pg. 128, what two questions does JD say we need to ask if we are to understand the goals of an environmental philosophy?

Can you surmise what JD means by “moral pluralism”?

6.2 Instrumental and Intrinsic Value
How does JD differentiate morality and value, and why does he take the time to emphasize this difference?

What does JD claim is central to a comprehensive environmental philosophy, and why?

According to JD, what is the difference between instrumental and intrinsic value?  Why is recognizing and understanding this difference important?  I.e. how do we treat objects of nature under each view of value?

Which of these two types of value is normally the one referred to when we say that human activity degrades the environment?  

When we compare figures like John Muir and Gifford Pinchot, which one provides a good example, respectively, for an approach that value’s nature instrumentally and intrinsically?  What organizations/institutions can you think of that would, as well?

According to JD, what is the greatest challenge for many philosophers working in environmental ethics?

What opposition do appeals to intrinsic value/s generally trigger when this argument/ethical system is advocated, and why?

6.3 Biocentric Ethics and the Reverence for Life
What does term “biocentric ethics” refer to?

Upon what ideas did the theologian Albert Schweitzer base his ‘reverence for life’ principle?  Why did he think this attitude was important?

With what ethical tradition does JD think Schweitzer had affinity?  

Through what experience did the ‘reverence for life’ phrase come to Schweitzer?

When analyzing the phrase in the original language (German), what other words can be used to describe the experience of reverence (“ehrfurcht”)?

How did Schweitzer response to criticisms regarding decisions of who/what to kill in nature and who/what to protect?

6.4 Ethics and Character
For defenders of traditional ethical theories, such as utilitarianism, deontology, and natural law, what is the fundamental question of ethics and what is the goal of ethics?

How does Schweitzer’s ethics differ from the above traditional ethical theoretical approaches?  What type of ethical system is Schweitzer therefore advocating?

What switch in philosophical perspective is advocated by some recent environmental philosophies?

On p. 135, JD says an environmental philosophy requires us to change what two things?

For JD, a justification for an ethics that requires a fundamental shift in moral attitude cannot appeal to what?

6.5 Taylor’s Biocentric Ethics (from Respect for Nature, 1986)
According to JD, what is part of the strength of Paul Taylor’s environmental ethics?

For Taylor, what is the basis for the moral relationship that exists between humans and other living things?

According to Taylor, why are all living things considered to have a good of their own?
 
According to JD, what does it mean to say that an entity has inherent worth?

For Taylor, what do we need to accept in order to justify the normative claim that a being possesses inherent worth?

What 2 steps are required in order to understand Taylor’s views (beginning on bottom half of page 136):

In Taylor’s argument, why does an object having a teleological center of life translate into this object as having an objective good of its own? (see 137)

Why is it important to know about the lives of non-human organisms?

What qualification would be needed when noting the affinities between Schweitzer’s ‘reverence for life’ and Taylor’s “respect for life”? (137)

How is Taylor’s ethical platform more inclusive than Regan’s subject-of-a-life?

Taylor recognizes that, as JD says, “Having a good of its own does not by itself confer moral standing on a being” (138).  What two further normative judgments does Taylor undergo in order to construct his ethical system?

What does JD claim is the connection between “a thing’s having a good of its own and its possessing inherent worth? (138).

Taylor develops his “biocentric outlook” to justify the normative claim that living things have inherent worth.  For Taylor, what is this outlook, and what are the four, corresponding, central beliefs?

Does Taylor claim his biocentric outlook is rational?  How does he defend his claim?

Would it be accurate to say that Schweitzer’s approach is more “affective/emotional” and Taylor’s more “rational/logical”?  Do you find either of these more compelling than the other? And what do you feel and think about these theories compared to the others presented so far?  [There is no need to write an answer here, but you may if you wish.]

6.6 Practical Implications
What are two basic issues upon which Taylor’s normative ethics focuses?

What are four general duties that follow from Taylor’s attitude of respect for nature, and briefly, what do they mean/entail? (In what priority does Taylor place them?)

According to JD, what is the greatest challenge to any biocentric ethics?

According to JD, what cannot be privileged if fundamental principles of biocentric ethics are to be recognized when dealing with conflicts between humans and nonhumans?

Why do moral conflicts and dilemmas that inhere to biocentric environmental ethics not arise within anthropocentric ethical frameworks?

What 5 formal/procedural rules, based on liberal political philosophy, does Taylor appeal to in order to provide “fair and impartial” resolution to human/nonhuman conflicts?  What does Taylor mean when he distinguishes between basic and nonbasic interests?  

Think a little about the example he gives (about dam-building, p. 141) as a way to think about the priorities here.  What (if any) human interests are ‘non-basic’ and should be allowed to trump the living things in the watershed that would be drowned behind the dam? [There is no need to write an answer here, but you may if you wish.]

6.7 Challenges and Developments
What are some challenges/criticisms to Taylor’s biocentric ethics?

Another question is whether an organisms’ purposes should be assumed to be good.  (Put differently, does Taylor’s ethics reflect the ‘naturalistic fallacy’ – illogically assuming a direct connection between facts and values, illogically assuming that values can be deduced from facts)? 

Do you think Paul Taylor’s “respect for nature” merely a ‘secular’ form of Schweitzer’s perception of the sacredness of nature? [JD does not address this; but what do you think?]

What revisions to biocentric ethics has James Sterba attempted? What is its philosophical basis?  And, what does he call his approach? 

Why does JD consider Sterba’s approach an advance compared to Taylor’s?

Why does JD think Sterba’s approach is more practical?

According to JD, what are the major challenges to any biocentric theory?

Key Terms: biocentric/biocentrism, intrinsic value, instrumental value, metaphysics, epistemology, aesthetics, political philosophy, moral pluralism, ethics of virtue, negative duties, positive duties

Chapter 7: Wilderness, Ecology, and Ethics, 148-172

General chapter questions: no need to answer in the study guide right now:

Although “ecocentrism” is not in the title of this chapter, this is the first of two chapters that focus on ecocentric ethics.  This begins your chance to wrestle with whether such ethics are superior to the various forms of anthropocentric and biocentric ethics explored thus far.  

While reading this chapter, consider also the ethical implications of this question: “What exactly is the natural course of things?” (p. 150), and whether and when it is best to “let nature take its course.” 

Finally, if environmental ethics is shaped importantly by the science of ecology, what are the implications of changing ecological understandings?  

Detailed questions (answer as best you can)

7.1 Introduction
What is the major fault line and source of criticism between ecocentric and biocentric ethical theories?

How are ecocentric ethics “holistic” rather than individualistic; upon what to they focus?

Some environmental ethics (e.g., utilitarian, animal welfare/rights oriented, much biocentric ethics) draw on the western philosophical tradition as a resource; according to JD, what does ecocentric ethics tend to find more central?

According to JD, what are two challenges that arise when trying to use the science of ecology in philosophical and ethical reasoning?

What three issues related to wilderness are central concerns for ecocentric ethics?

7.2 The Wilderness Ideal
What landmark legislation passed in 1964, what does it denote, and what powers does it give to the federal government?

How are most wilderness areas actually human constructs?

According to JD, creating, preserving, and managing a wilderness area involves ethical questions of…?  (152)

What cultural idea of wilderness is expressed in the Hebrew Bible and New Testament?

How does this view compare with that of nomadic cultures?

According to JD, what sort of attitude toward the wilderness was encouraged by the Puritan model?

What view of wilderness can be found in the Lockean model?  What U.S. resource manager held this view in the late 1800s/early 1900s?

What role did fire play in the Puritan and Lockean models?

What view of wilderness can be found in the romantic model?  Also, who were some of the leading proponents of this view?

7.3 The Wilderness ‘Myth’: The Contemporary Debate
According to JD, which of these three models has had the most pivotal influence on modern environmentalism?

Environmental Historian William (Bill) Cronon (from the University of Wisconsin) has argued that the concept of wilderness prevalent in America has had what two major sources? 

From whom did Cronon draw his understanding of the frontier myth?  What did Cronon think was the impact on wildlands of this myth.

Cronon was first among a number of critics who have argued that the prevalent idea of wilderness passed down by the environmental movement is, in an important way, a flawed ‘myth.’ In what way to they think the inherited wilderness idea is flawed?  Why do they think this matters?  (Consider scientific, ethical, and political flaws, and also, the one about a ‘pre-Darwinian worldview.) 

How does Holmes Rolston defend wilderness?

On the bottom of pg. 160, JD claims that an ecocentric approach to env ethics contains a core challenge.  What is this challenge?

What two alternatives to the received (esp. romantic model) wilderness view do Callicott and Nelson propose?

After summarizing the defenses and modifications to the wilderness idea, JD suggest another way to support a wilderness idea; how?  And how 

7.4 From Ecology to Philosophy
What notion does JD claim is central for understanding ecocentric ethics?

Who coined the term ‘ecology,’ when, and what is its etymology?

What is the organic model of ecology?

How do some ethicists use this model in arguing for policy decisions (hint: think of Aristotle)?

Summarize the work of Henry Chandler Cowles (1869-1939) and Frederick Clements (1874-1945)

What did Arthur Tansley (1871-1955) introduce in 1935 and how did it differ from the organic model?

According to JD, what 4 advantages does the concept of an ecosystem have over the organic concept?

What ‘mechanism’ does an ecosystem have to keep it at equilibrium?

What is exchanged at the trophic level of an ecosystem?

What are the ecosystem models and their ethical implications (see 166)?

What sort of community model did Charles Elton advocate for and what are its basic tenets?

Despite their differences, what common assumption do the organic and ecosystem models share?

Briefly describe the chaos model and its position on equilibrium (telos).

7.5 From Ecology to Ethics
How might the organic model be used in making ethical and policy arguments, especially if people wish to argue from a holistic perspective?

What is the Gaia hypothesis, after whom is it named, and who has led the theorizing about it?

Explain the “naturalistic fallacy.” Why is recognizing this fallacy is important when making ethical judgments.

Even if someone uses the organic ecological model and teleological reasoning to argue for the health of a system, what question nonetheless always remains?

But does JD think it is perilous to entirely abandon the organic model?  Would we be left with a huge “gap between ecological facts and environmental values.” (169) Do we need an organicist understanding so we can seek harmony/cooperation, and minimal intervention, as our environment-related moral goal? How might complexity/chaos theory lead to differing environmental ethics? (170)

Does JD think, once we have incorporated the latest/best ecological paradigms, that this will resolve our approach to environmental ethics and policies?

7.6 Varieties of Holism
What is metaphysical holism, and what examples of it have we already seen?

What is Callicott’s ‘ontological primacy’?

What is methodological/epistemological holism?

What is ethical holism and a particularly good expression of it, according to JD? 

Think about how your thinking has changed, become clearer, or more confused, as you review and try to incorporate a rudimentary understanding of how ecological understandings (ecological paradigms), have changed over the past 150 years (since Darwin published On the Origin of the Species (1859). 

Key Terms: ecocentric, holism, Puritan model, Lockean model, romantic model, naturalistic fallacy

Ch 8: The Land Ethic, 180-99

A quote from Leopold that anyone with the contemporary environmental facts will understand viscerally:

Why for most people does the word “predator,” and that for which it stands, have a negative connotation? 

What are some of the animals that it has been official US policy to dramatically reduce in numbers (and in some cases exterminate)?

Among what group of people did attitudes toward predators first, according to JD, begin to change?  How was this change related to the organic, climax model of ecology?  And how was this change related to the idea of carrying capacity?

What similarity exists between the S-shaped “logistic curve” of a population described on 177 and in the Limits to Growth charts presented in class? 

What does the U.S. Endangered Species Act require of the federal government?

What is the difference between a “re-established species” (as defined in endangered species law) and “re-introduced” species?  How are these different groups treated differently under such law?

8.1 Introduction
According to JD, who is the single most influential figure in the development of an ecocentric environmental ethic, and what years did this person live?  What did he do/think that was so groundbreaking?

What was Leopold’s early attitude & practice toward predators, ca. 1915?

How had his views dramatically changed a decade later?

What is the philosophical tradition that Leopold has affinity with, as reflected in his perspective, coming into view by 1925, that the earth and its ecosystems were not dead?  What is the implication?

What does JD label this new perspective that Leopold developed and what does it represent?

What was the experience that Leopold used as a way to explain the value and rationale for ‘thinking like a mountain’?  What would be involved in ‘thinking like a mountain’?

8.2 The Land Ethic

Note: “the land” in Leopold’s thinking is shorthand for the biotic community.  “Land, is not merely soil; it is a fountain of energy flowing through a circuit of soils, plants, and animals.” [from SCA, quoted by JD p. 181]

Does Leopold suggest “moral extensionism”?

According to JD, what does an ecological understanding of land do to the Lockean view?

What is a ‘biotic right,’ and who does Leopold claim is worthy of receiving these rights?

Which inconsistency in Leopold does JD point out at this point in his discussion?  How is it resolved?

How does Leopold’s view of extending morality to nature differ from Regan, Singer, and Stone?

Be sure you’re able to identify, as Leopold’s, the statement about the biotic community (see bottom 181).

What normative prescriptions did Leopold draw via his concept of the biotic pyramid/land pyramid?

What characterizes the health of an ecological community?

According to JD, what 3 elements of the land ethic make it an attractive philosophical option?  Do you think JD thinks the land ethic is superior to the approaches discussed earlier?  Why?

Study note: be ready to identify famous Leopold quotes that are in the course powerpoint lectures and provided also in your reading of excerpts from A Sand County Almanac

8.3 Leopold’s Holism
What is ethical holism?

What three reasons in Leopold’s writings make it reasonable to adopt ethical holism with regard to ecological communities?

Which model of ecology does Leopold rely upon in “The Land Ethic”?  

8.4 Criticisms of the Land Ethic: Facts and Values

Be ready to discuss what two challenges arise when Leopold attempts to derive ethics from ecological understandings.  What challenges did JD identify, and moreover, what problems do you see?

According to JD, does abandoning “the organic model in favor or the more mainstream ecosystem model . . . resolve this problem?”

According to JD, how might Leopold might respond to his challengers?

According to Leopold, how can humans come to love and respect the land?

According to DJ, at the end of section 8.4, does ecology-based moral education provide an independent reason for acting on behalf of the land?

8.5 [Further] Criticisms of the Holistic Land Ethic 

According to JD, what is the most serious ethical criticism of the land ethic’s holism, and what does this mean for humans?

Briefly summarize the challenges to the Land Ethic levied by Marti Kheel, Eric Katz, and Tom Regan:

How does Don Marietta respond to those who fear human individuals will be improperly harmed if the land ethic is followed?

Does JD think Marietta’s answer solves the problem?  If yes, why, if not, why not, and what is his alternative?  Try to paraphrase this discussion (191-193) in your own words, and in some detail.

On 192, after working through this discussion, JD explains why some philosophical critics not find such reasoning persuasive. Why?

How does JD respond to such critics (on behalf of Leopold), via the medical thought-experiment, and by comparing Leopold to Aristotle?

What is the final challenge to Leopold’s Land Ethic? 

How does JD think this challenge can be met? 

But Tansley refutes the organic model, which seems most compatible, according to JD, with the land ethic.  First, how does he refute, or at least temper this model?

How then foster a land ethic, if Organicism is now out of favor?  Is it possible, as Leopold suggest, to love and respect and consider the interests of wholes like ecosystems?  Can they be said to have integrity and stability?

JD seems to think that focusing on processes might help.  But what is problematic about this approach?  The next section explores Baird Callicott’s effort to revise the Land Ethic to account for these problems.

8.6 Callicott’s Revisions
How does Callicott seek to resolve the naturalistic fallacy that seems endemic to the land ethic? He locates Leopold in the ethical tradition that places moral sentiments at center of ethics: David Hume, Adam Smith, Charles Darwin

Briefly summarize, in one sentence, as best you can, Callicott’s Hume and Darwin influenced version of Leopold’s Land ethic.

According to JD, what is most serious challenge to Callicott’s reading of the Land Ethic?  (And what open question still remains?)

What is Emmanuel’s Kant’s critique of Hume and why is it relevant here?

Does JD seem sympathetic to this stream of ethics?

In another move to buttress Leopoldian holism against its critics, Callicott argues that ecology overturns traditional western ethics by demonstrating the “ontological primacy of ecological relationships” over that of objects/individual entities.  The ecosystem shapes & determines “the nature of organisms.” State as simply as you can what he means by this and how it supports an ecocentric ethics (see 197 for the key quotes). 

According to JD, even with Callicott’s sophisticated approach we are left with important questions and problems?

Does JD find compelling Callicott’s version of the land ethic?

Does JD think Callicott leaves remaining “the specter of fascism.” (199) 

8.7 Summary 
What may be Leopold’s greatest contribution, according to JD?

Final question: From JD’s overall presentation in this chapter, do you think he thinks that the Land Ethic is, overall, about the best we can do when evaluating environmental issues and their moral dimensions?  

Terms: ecological conscience, fierce green fire, thinking like a mountain, land community, ethical holism, environmental fascism, metaphysics

CHAPTER 9   DEEP ECOLOGY [AND ALSO, INSERTED IN ITALICS, ARE QUESTIONS FROM THE ‘DEEP ECOLOGY’ AND ‘RADICAL ENVIRONMENTALISM’ ENTRIES IN THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RELIGION AND NATURE.]

Note: I first presented a paper on the lawsuit mentioned in this chapter in 2000.  At the time, I was on the board of SWAN, and a colleague of its founder, biologist Bill Willers.  In 2003, I published a co-authored paper a number of cases where deep ecology spirituality became embroiled in contentious public land management issues.  It included this case study.  (I’ve actually been writing about the importance of nature religion in environmental disputes since 1990); many of these articles are available at www.religionandnature.com/bron.)  This specific article was reprinted (with pictures) in an online journal, which is linked to as a recommended reading in the reading schedule for this week.  You can also go to it now at: http://www.georgewright.org/212taylor.pdf. Here is the citation information: “Battling Religions in Parks and Forest Reserves: Facing Religion in Conflicts Over Protected Places” (with Joel Geffen), in Full Value of Parks and Protected Areas: From Economics to the Intangible, eds. D. Harmon & Allen Putney (Rowman and Littlefield, 2003), 281-94; and the online version in: The George Wright Forum 21(2):56-68, June 2004.

9.1 	Introduction

According to JD, what are three ways the term “Deep Ecology” has been used?

Note: JD asserts that this third way is the most common understanding of the term ‘deep ecology.’  I disagree.  The first understanding is as if not more common, and deep ecology is increasingly (and accurately) understood as a spiritual/religious worldview, a perspective you have in this week’s ERN entry on ‘deep ecology.’ JD acknowledges the ‘metaphysics’ without fully discussing the ways in which this is religious.  He also spends more time discussing #2, above (Naess’s philosophy) than he signals here, when he says he will focus on #3.

Who first used the term deep ecology, when, and why/how (think opposite of ‘deep’):

According to JD, what distinguishes Deep Ecology as a philosophical approach—i.e. what are its diagnoses and prescriptions (including religious/spiritual implications)?

According to JD, who are some of the ‘precursors’ to deep ecology?  Can you think of others?

According to the entry on “Deep Ecology” in the ERN, what are some of the characteristics of the deep ecology movement (its thinking and practices) that are religious or resemble religions?  Adding some thoughts from the article on “Radical Environmentalism” and “Earth First”, what are some of the additional religious (or religion-resembling) dimensions to the environmental radicalism?

From the entries on “Radical Environmentalism” and “Deep Ecology” in the ERN, complemented if you will from the JD text, why does radical environmentalism draw on and have affinity with deep ecology?

From the entries on “Radical Environmentalism” and “Deep Ecology” in the ERN, what are the ‘good’ associations in the ‘binary associations’ typical of radical environmentalism’?  Circle the ones you think are central to deep ecology, don’t circle the ones that you think are not.

From the entry on “Radical Environmentalism” in the ERN, list and be sure you have a basic understanding of the ‘shades’ of radical environmentalism that are discussed.

From the “Earth First!” entry in the ERN, identify Dave Foreman and Edward Abbey, and their key contributions to such environmental radicalism.  What were some of the early perspectives and tensions in the movement.  

9.2 	The Deep Ecology Platform
According to JD, what view are deep ecologists committed to?

What two directions does DEEP ECOLOGY proceed toward based on this commitment?

What does Naess mean by the term ecophilosophy and what is an ecosophy?

Be familiar and able to identify the 8 parts of the deep ecology platform (no need to write them in your study guide unless you want to); see 206-7.  Try to summarize these points in one sentence:

9.3 	Ecology and Ecophilosophy
Leopold and Naess both used the science of ecology to argue for what sort of character traits and what type of approach to environmental change?

How do ecology and conservation biology produce ‘statements of ignorance,’ and for Naess what does this imply to people proposing policies that intervene in natural environment?

According to Naess, what two dangers arise in ‘ecologism’?

According to JD’s summary, does the political process seem to matter to Naess? Why/why not?

9.4 	Metaphysical Ecology
According to JD, what two levels of questions is DEEP ECOLOGY concerned with (think of the ethics analysis chart):

According to JD, what two dominant metaphysical views underlay modern industrial society, which deep ecology criticizes?

What does the metaphysics of DEEP ECOLOGY say about these two metaphysical views, why, and what alternative metaphysics does DEEP ECOLOGY argue for?

What did the Australian DEEP ECOLOGY Warwick Fox say about boundaries?

JD shares three ways we can appreciate the “metaphysical ecology” of DEEP ECOLOGY  What are these?

On the bottom of pg. 211, JD shared a central argument of deep ecology.  What is this argument?

9.5 	From Metaphysics to Ethics
According to JD, what is the most philosophically challenging aspect of DEEP ECOLOGY?

According to JD, how has the field of ontology in Western metaphysics traditionally viewed/defined subjectivity and objectivity?

Where do subjectivity and objectivity fit in the naturalistic fallacy?

What happens to primary, secondary, and tertiary qualities of physical objects when someone adopts a DEEP ECOLOGY metaphysical perspective?

Equally important, what happens to the validity and reality of our perceptions, judgments, and evaluations when seen from a DEEP ECOLOGY metaphysics?

According to JD, what does the dominant metaphysical view say about sentimental reasoning when it is brought into environmental debates?

How does Naess define this difference between antagonists on the top of pg. 214?

What two major ontological distinctions does DEEP ECOLOGY challenge and what are the implications? 

According to JD, what is the challenge to ecophilosophers?

How does Naess handle this challenge?

JD describes how Naess suggests we handle an impasse in different gestalts, different worldviews?  How does he describe this?  Do any of these ways resemble religion? 

9.6 	Self-Realization and Biocentric Equality
JD identifies two “ultimate norms” to the philosophy of deep ecology: “self-relization” and “biocentric equality.  What are these? 

According to JD, what does the process of self-realization entail for DEEP ECOLOGY and what is the identity of our underlying self?

According to JD, when biotic interests conflict, how do deep ecologists attempt to deal with this conflict (esp. human interest vs. “other”)

What two practical implications arrive from biocentric equality?

9.7 Criticisms
Note: The grounding of deep ecology on the idea of ‘self-realization’ is overemphasized in this text.  This is an important aspect of Naess’s formulation but one does not find a great deal of this kind of talk or expression in ‘deep ecology on the ground.’ This perception is based on my extensive fieldwork into deep ecology grounded subcultures.  In class, we’ll talk about Naess’s ‘apron diagram,’ which shows that he, as well, does not consider essential the ‘self-realization’ notion.  He stresses there are many paths to deep ecological moral sentiments.  

Summarize key criticisms of deep ecology shared by JD [at least 6], and both from the book and other readings you have had in the course, be ready to discuss the ways deep ecology proponents would or could respond to them:

Terms: Ecophilosophy, ecosophy, metaphysical holism, Deep Ecology platform, ultimate norms

Chapter 10: Environmental Justice and Social Ecology 

How did you respond to the logic in Lawrence Summers’ memo?  What sort of philosophical frameworks that we’ve discussed in class and/or that the book has discussed did he apply in his reasoning? What is he doing now? (optional, not in the book).

10.1 Introduction
To which two parties can the fundamental question of “How should we live?” be addressed?  State also the emphasis of ethics for each type

How does JD say that “justice” can be understood and what questions does this understanding lead to?

According to JD, what four questions does a philosophy/theory of social justice (and social philosophy) seek to address?

According to JD, which two basic questions guide the discussion of environmental justice?

What does justice demand?

10.2 Theories of Social Justice
What is the ‘formal principle of justice’ and who first stated it?

Note: early chapters and lectures have explored utilitarian, Kantian (including Animal Rights) type of approaches to ethics in general and justice in particular.  There is no requirement that you write these here but do make sure you’re familiar with them. 

Describe in detail the core components of John Rawls’ social contract theory of justice as presented by JD.

Think about this theory: if you have criticisms state them: (Obviously, this is not in the book! Nor is your answer here required)

What do social ecologists and ecofeminists think we should focus on when it comes to “environmental benefits and burdens?” 

10.3 Property Rights and Justice
According to JD, which one ethical and legal right plays the largest role in challenging environmental policy?

Summarize John Locke’s argument that contributed to the contemporary Western understanding of property rights:

Which criticisms have developed in response to this argument?

Consider these three questions [responding to them here is optional]: 
1) What sorts of utilitarian and consequentialist arguments are made in defense of property rights?
2) What rights are associated with property rights in the more recent ‘bundle view’?
3) How does this bundle view of property rights affect how legislation impacts what people can do with their property?

10.4 Environmental Justice and Environmental Racism
Note: be sure you’re clear as to what “environmental justice” activists and scholars mean by this term as well as by the term “environmental racism.” [no need to answer here]
 
What did Robert Bullard, and the cited National Law Journal article, find?

What sort of economic thinking guides the decisions that place poorer, minority communities and poorer countries at risk?

How do World Bank policies, at least as advocated by Lawrence Sullivan in the quotes at the beginning and later in this chapter, measure up to John Rawls’ theory of justice?

What is Garrett Hardin’s ‘lifeboat’ argument regarding overpopulation, and what are some criticisms of it?

What criticisms are levied at “preservationist policies,” those typically associated with wilderness protection movements and National Parks?

According to environmental justice advocates, who bears brunt of most environmental harms?

10.5 Murray Bookchin’s Social Ecology
From both this reading and John Clark’s overview, be sure you can answer: With what traditions of social philosophy does Bookchin most draw upon and have affinity with, and how he feels about deep ecology (see 238)?  [It is optional to write answers here]

Summarize Bookchin’s perspective in “social ecology,” especially his critique of modern societies and what aspect of them is responsible for the oppression of humans and nature. (Can you put his theory in one sentence?)  Can you distinguish his approach from traditional Marxism and Anarchism?  Can you give one word that reflects Bookchin’s highest value? 

What does Bookchin think about the role of consciousness in oppressive societies?

According to JD, what is the ‘organismic tradition’ of social ecology and what does this have to do with a dialectical understanding of history and society?

What is the ‘preeminent human value’ in Bookchin’s thinking and how is it realized/created?

What would a just community look like in Bookchin’s model?  How would such a community treat nature?

10.6 Critical Reflections
JD discusses challenges that are brought to bear against Bookchin’s Social Ecology.  Briefly summarize these challenges and mention any other problems you see with his theory.

What does Bookchin mean by ‘first nature’ and ‘second nature’ and what does this have to do with ‘stewardship’?

10.7 Summary and Conclusions
Be ready to address [but it is optional to write it here] what JD, and you yourself, think are the contributions and challenges to the Environmental Justice movements and Social Ecological approaches to contemporary environmental ideas.

Key Terms: Social Ecology, autonomy, social/political philosophy

Chapter 11:  Ecofeminism

Be prepared to answer on an exam, in one or two sentences, the central contention (or contentions) made by ecofeminists. [You need not do so here]

11.1 Introduction
According to JD, what does ecofeminism “in general” involve?

What two facets do social ecology and ecofeminism have in common? 

How is ecofeminism similar to and different from Deep Ecology?

How is ecofeminism similar to and different from Social Ecology?

11.2 Ecofeminism: Making Connections
Who coined the term ‘ecofeminism’ and when (see 247)?  And what book did Rosemary Reuther publish the next year that began protracted ferment over ecofeminist ideas (see 246 & citations)?

Briefly describe what Karen Warren means by the phrase “the logic of domination” and how do ecofeminists respond to this pattern of thinking?

Briefly summarize the four forms of feminism spelled out by Alison Jaggar.

What are the two types of radical approaches (p. 248)

Identify and characterize the two types of ‘alternative women’s cultures’ being developed by radical/cultural ecofeminists, according to JD:

What does JD mean when he says an ethic of care focuses on “particularity,” and in what ways does this switch the focus of ethics?

11.3 Ecofeminism: Recent Developments
What criticism does Val Plumwood levy against ‘women’s ways’ of viewing world?

How does Plumwood characterize first and second wave feminism?

JD says that Plumwood and Warren are developing at “third wave” / “transformative” ecofeminism. Explain its criticisms  feminism,” of Val Plumwood and Karen Warren.
	
Why is Bacon viewed as an important exemplar of pernicious dualism?

According to JD, how does modern science and technology tend to view nature instrumentally?

What sort of thinking does third wave feminism advocate?  What are some ecological implications of this type of thinking?

Note: this book could leave one with a misimpression, namely, that deep ecology, social ecology, and ecofeminism (and other elements of other environmental ethics, like the land ethic and animal liberationism), are independent. In fact, many people, especially radical environmentalists, fuse these in a wide variety of ways. 

Chapter 12: Pluralism, Pragmatism, and Sustainability
 
Discussion: Community-Based Conservation

Who do you think should “win” when “the goals of national economic development, conservation, and local cultures” clash?  Why?  How would the various protagonists in environmental  ethics debate this issue (e.g., Lockean property rights defenders, social ecologists say?  deep ecologists?  Ishmael? William Cronon (look in the index to see again why he is significant).

What shared assumption about the Maasai did both the ‘top-down development’ and ‘fortress’ model make, and for both models what did this assumption entail about the Maasai?

When reading about Amboseli Park, keep in mind Garrett Hardin’s statement that we can never change just one thing . . . 

According to JDJ, why do advocates of ‘community-based conservation’ consider it superior to the other models described?

What are criticisms of CBC?

12.1 Introduction: Agreement and Disagreement in Environmental Ethics

According to JDJ, what are some areas of consensus amongst the various branches of environmental philosophy, and why is it important to recognize this agreement?

Continuing with the theme of consensus, what do various env. philosophies say about ecological judgments?

12.2 Moral Pluralism and Moral Monism
According to JDJ, what is the debate between moral monists and moral pluralists and what claims do each side in this debate make?

What fear drives moral monists?  And what do pluralists say about this the fear and perspective articulated by the monists?

After reading the bottom of pg. 263, what would you say the difference between science, logic, engineering, and math vs. other intellectual disciplines is?

12.3 Environmental Pragmatism
According to JDJ, what do environmental pragmatists think about moral pluralism and what do they articulate?

How does JDJ define “pragmatic”?  What does a pragmatic person say about ideology?

What does the philosophical tradition of pragmatism started by American philosophers like W. James and J. Dewey focus upon?

What other ethical philosophy might this remind you of (think “context”)?

Do environmental pragmatists seem to be supportive of abstract ethical theories?

According to JDJ, what shift in ethics do pragmatists advocate and what values do pragmatists uphold?

Given this, would you consider radical environmentalists such as Earth First!ers to be pragmatists?  

JDJ discusses and agrees with certain criticisms of environmentalism.  What are these criticisms and which ones does he agree with?

What responses to these challenges would pragmatists offer, according to JDJ?

According to JDJ, what are some arguments that pragmatists make about standards of reasonableness and why are these standards important to pragmatists?

Not in the book so no need to answer here, but do consider this (because I might ask you something like this in class or in an essay question): How do you think biodiversity activists would respond if they believed that the compromise that comes through the pragmatic process JDJ described would threaten the viability of a species?  If they would argue that species survival trumps other considerations, how would the pragmatists (e.g. Weston or even JDJ who obviously has sympathies for the approach) rejoinder such an absolute standard?  Which side in such a disagreement would you take, and why?

12.4 Conclusion: Sustainability Revisited

What does JDJ say about planning for an adequate social and political future?  What are the three challenges JDJ gives in this answer called?

What two basic directions does JDJ feel we must head in as we build a sustainable future?

JDJ states (bottom 269) that it is offensive for preservationists from “the economically developed western world” to urge wildlife protection, seeming to imply that these are inevitably tethered to the deracination (removal) of indigenous peoples.  Is the way he framed this fair, or a kind of straw man analysis?  (In other words, is it possible to advocate the protection of habitats critical to endangered species without being unconcerned for poor or indigenous people who live on or near them?)   

JDJ then states in the next paragraph that we should recognize the destruction that follows “rapid economic growth and industrialization” – yet there is no mention of the role that increasing human numbers play in increasing such trends – or in exacerbating poverty – or in putting in place pressures that deracination indigenous peoples from their traditional lands.  How would figures like Garrett Hardin and carrying capacity analysts respond to this omission? Would you agree with them?

Now that you’ve finished the book, be ready to answer these questions (though you need not respond in your study guide):

1) What do you think JDJ concludes about the environmental ethics?  Does he think that there is a way out of moral relativism?  Does he think there is some moral progress among human beings in the area of environmental ethics?  What do you make of his election to conclude with a discussion of environmental pragmatism?

2) What role do you think environmental philosophies can play, and which ones are most compelling, as we try to resolve our environmental problems?  Why? 
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