PACIFISM AS PATHOLOGY:

Lxcerpts from Pacifism @s Pathology: Notes on an American
Pseudo-Praxis, an excelient article by ward Churchill,
published in Issues of Readicai Therapy (journal)vol.XII,

#5 1&2. If you can't find this articlie, write to L.#,0.D.
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* Pacifism is delusional: This symptom 15 marked by 2
range ot ndicators, eg: insistence that reform or adjust
ment of given state policies constitutes a “revolutionary
agenda,” inssstence that holding candlelt vigils and walk
ing down the streer canstitule “acts of sohdanty” with
those engagett iy armed struvgle, of that — despite mere
facts 1o the contracy — things such as “the nonvalent de
calonization of India” or “the anti-war movement's farc
ing the Vietnam war ta enid” actually occurred

At another level — and again desprte Clear facty 1o the
comtrary, = mustence that centam actics avord “provod

wg vtk * fwhen € i alieady 1assive) of that by re.
maining nomviolent pactfsm can - marally comper” the

state 1o respond i kind must be considered as deep seated

and persistent delusions.

s with any pathology, pacifism may be sai
characterisic symptomology by which #t can be diagnosed.
Salient examples of the complex ol factors making up the
pathology may be sketched as follows: *

Finally, it must be pomnted out that many supposed “deeply
principled” adherents are systematically defuding them

selves that they are really pacifisic at all. This facet of
the symptom 1s marked by a consistent avoidance of per-
sonal physical risk. an over.weaning atttude of personal
superionty vis a vis those wha “fall”’ to make overt pro-
fessions of nonviolence, and sporadic lapses into rather
unpacifistic modes of conduct in interpersonal contexts
(as opposed to relations with the state).

Pacifisin is suicidal: In its care impulse to prostrate itself
before the obvious reality of the violence nherent to
state power, pacitism not only mverts Enuliano Zapata s
famous-dicum that "It 1s better to die on one’s feet than
to live on one s knees, ' 1t actually posits the proposiion
that it s best to die on the latter and seeks to achieve
this result as 3 matter of principie.

Pacifism possesses a sublime arrogance in its
implicit assumption that its adherence

somehow holds the ability to dictate the terms 7 hon
ot struggle in any contestation with the state.

While it seems certain that at least a portion of pacifism ¢
propensity toward suicide is barn of the earlier mention.
ed delusion that 1t can immpell nonvielence on the pan
of the state {and is therefore simply erroneous). there g
a likelihood that ane of two other factors is at work i

many cases:

ey

* Pacificism is racist: In displacing massive state violence
onto people of cotor both outside and inside the mother
country, rather than absorbing any real measure of it
themselves (even when thew physical intervention might
undercut some of the state s ability 1o inflict violence on
nonwhites), pacifism can only be viewed as being objec-
tively racist

1) A sublimated deathwish manifesting itself i a rather
commaonly remarked * gambler’s neurosis * fie. ‘Can

Racism uself has been accurately defined 3 H
y defined as a pathology. | tisk everything and win?"}

Within the context of pacilism. the basic strain must be
considered as complicated by an extremely convoluted
process of victm-blaming passing itself under the guise
of “ant.racism ' (a matter linking back to the above-
mentioned delusional characteristics of the pathology of
pacifism)

1) A desublimated deathwish manifestng wself in 2 po.
ltical” equivalent of walking out in front of a bus Ge-
‘Will ot hit me o1 noti”)

Finally, both displacement of violence and victim-blaming
interwine n their establishment of a comfort zone for
whites who uulize it tparhaps enurely subconsciously) as
a basis for “prefiguing” 2 complex of future “revolu-
tionary” social refations which would serve to largely
replicate the present priviledged social position of whites,
vis a vis nonwhites, as a culturaliinteliectual “elite.”

Bovcei

In any event. the suicidal charactenstic of the pathology
may be assumed to follow the contaurs of other suicide
impulses, centering on repressed guilt neuroses and asso.
ciated feelings of personal nadequacy (in all probabiluy
linked to the above-menuioned subliminal racism) and
L is easy enough to discem ;Eve;"elv ;o_mn:;caled by a dE.k{‘stna".'Ir‘v‘si‘SlEr\CE |h:u the

s adequate 1o impell eathwish itself consuitutes a m(?~ ife”" impetus * 1t i
praxis a nteresting to note that the latter claim has been advanced

figuration of a
sc:r;]s'mca. metho- relative to European jews dunng the 1940s.
ly sell-serving and

The cluster of subparts encompassed by this overall as-
pect of the pacifist pathology s usually marked by a pro-
nounced tendency on the part of those suffering the iliness
to react emotionally and with considerable defensiveness
to any discussion (in some cases, mere mention) of the

s , me ! is scanty profile.
nature of racist behaviors. The behavior is lypically mani- From even xhvs‘:f ";Y",‘ beng 3
fested in agitated assertions — usually with no accusatory ge — assumes the
finger having been pointed — to the effect that "I have hen advanced 3

that pacifism —
revolutionary chan

nothing to be ashamed of* or *'I have no reason to feel pﬂho'““‘:a‘ ||ln!;! ‘zN seated, superficial "
Bulty” As with any pathalogy, this is the proverbral tell. dology. Giver 'Ud . :’ule it i; likely to be an exceedingly
tale clue indicating s/he 1s subliminally aware that s/he has socially approve r\'a "g;n and a long-term barrier to _\he . )
much to be ashamed of and 15 experiencing considerable difficult pathology to sciousnesslaction in the United he use of this term 15 not intended to connote assocration
formation of revolutionary con with the double-speak currently employed by anti-abortion
propogandists.

guwit as a result, Such avodance may, in extreme cases,
merge once again with delusional charactenistics of the
pathology




