
In this innovative and 
deeply felt work, Bron Taylor 
examines the evolution of 
“green religions”: spiritual 
practices that hold nature 
as sacred and have in many 
cases replaced traditional 
religions. Taylor addresses a 
central theoretical question: 
How can environmentally 
oriented, spiritually motivat-
ed individuals and movements be understood as religious when 
many of them reject religious and supernatural worldviews? This 
book provides a fascinating global tour of the green religious 
phenomenon.

Bron Taylor is Professor of Religion and Nature at the  
University of Florida. He is Editor-in-Chief of the multi-volume 
Encyclopedia of Religion and Nature and the Journal for the Study 
of Religion, Nature and Culture.
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“Deepening the palette of green scholarship, Taylor proves  
remarkably to be both an encyclopedist and a visionary.”

—Jonathan Benthall, author of Returning to Religion

“Offers both understanding and hope for a world struggling for 
meaning and purpose beyond the isolation of the material here 
and now.”

—Stephen Kellert, Yale University School of Forestry & Environmental Studies

“A vital contribution on a subject of immense religious, political, 
and environmental importance. It’s also a great read.”

—Roger S. Gottlieb, author of A Greener Faith

“Taylor explores the seemingly boundless efforts by human 
beings to understand the nature of life and our place in the 
universe.”—Peter H. Raven, President, Missouri Botanical Garden

“A fascinating analysis of our emotional and spiritual relationship 
to nature. Taylor takes us through our spiritual relationship with 
our planet, its ecosystems and evolution, in an enlightened and 
completely undogmatic manner.”

—Dr. Claude Martin, Former Director General, World Wildlife Fund

“An excellent collection of guideposts for perplexed students 
and scholars about the relationships of nature religions, spiritual-
ity, animism, pantheism, deep ecology, Gaia, and land ethics—
and for the environmentalist seeking to make the world a better 
place through green religion as a social force.”

—Fikret Berkes, author of Sacred Ecology
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